Eagle Valley High School Junior Parent
College and Career Readiness Night

Tues, Feb. 9, 2021

For more information or to set up an individual meeting, please contact your counselor:

Zachary Williams A-Em
zachary.williams@eagleschools,net , 970-328-5814

Jordan Brown En-Loe

jordan.brown@eagleschools.net, 970-328-5817

Nicole Grilli Lof-Riv
nicole.grilli@eagleschools.net, 970-328-5816

Tammi Boeke Riw-Z

tammi.boeke@eagleschools.net, 970-328-5818

Some information prepared by ACT Inc. and NACAC
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College Entrance Exams: A Guide to Junior Year Tests

High school juniors are typically well-versed in their ABCs; however, the eleventh grade is positively alphabet
soup when it comes 1o standardized testing. Keeping your child’s tests straight can be tricky, so we have
developed this guide to help you navigate the transition into the busiest testing year of your child's life. Knowing
what to expect can considerably reduce anxiety for both you and your child during this time. Save this in your
inbox or keep it in your child’s college folder to refer to as-needed.

PSAT (also known as the National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT))

What it The PSAT covers reading, vocabulary, grammar and usage, writing, and math (Arithmetic,

covers: Geometry and Algebra 1). There is not an essay portion included in the writing section of this
exam.

Why it’s The PSAT offers college-bound students a practice shot at standardized testing. A superior

offered: score on the PSAT can also iead to recognition as a National Merit Scholar during a student's
junior year. This scholarship offers a monetary award and looks excellent on a college
transcript.

When it's PSATs are administered in October, primarily to juniors since only they are eligible for the

taken: National Merit Scholarship. However, it's becoming more common for younger students to

take them exam as a means to familiarize themselves with the exam and the testing process.

Registration | Unlike the SAT and ACT, registration for this exam is done through a student's high school.

Dates: Students must contact their guidance office in September to register.
How it’s Each of the three sections on the PSAT (Math, Critical Reading, and Writing) is scored out of
scored: 80 points. The maximum total score a student can achieve is 240. Students get one point for

each correct answer and lose Y point for each incorrect answer. Because the test is
standardized, students are given a scaled score. Scores are distributed to school guidance
departments from the College Board; students typically receive scores from their guidance
departments between December and early January.

SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test)

What it The SAT tests reading, vocabulary, grammar and usage, writing (including an essay) and

covers: math (Arithmetic, Geometry, Algebra 1 and 2)

Why it's The SAT is offered as a tool used by college admissions officers to quantitatively gauge the

offered: college-readiness of students continuing their education after high school.

When it's The SAT is offered seven times per year: October, November, December, January, March,

taken: May and June. It's traditionally taken in the spring of junior year and fall of senior year
although advanced students may complete testing by the end of junior year.

http:/Avww.studypolnt. com/ed/college-entrance-exams/ 13
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Registration
Dates:

College Entrance Exams | A Guide to Junior Year Tesls

Regular registralion is done no later than 5 weeks in advance; late registration, which incurs
an additional charge, must be completed no later than 3 weeks before the test date. Click
here to register.

How it's Each of the three sections on the SAT (Math, Critical Reading, and Writing) is scored out of

scored: 800 points (students seeking to compare their PSAT scores can simply add a zero to each
PSAT individual section or composite score to get an equivalent SAT score.) The maximum
total score a siudent can achieve is 2400. Students get one point for each correct answer and
lose Y point for each incorrect answer. Since the test is standardized, students are scored on
a scale. The essay portion of the writing section is one third of the total score in that section.
Two graders will score the essay and award between 1 and 6 points each, yielding a total
score between 2 and 12 points. If essay scores differ by more than one point, a third
individual will score the essay.

ACT (American College Test)

What it The ACT tests reading, grammar and usage, science reasoning, and math (Arithmetic,

covers: Geometry, Algebra 1 and 2, and limited Trigonometry). t also has an optional writing section.

Why it's The ACT is a tool used by college admissions officers to quantitatively gauge the college-

offered: readiness of students continuing their education after high school.

When it's The ACT is offered six times per year: September, October, December, February (except in

taken:

Registration
Dates:

NY), April and June. It is traditionally taken in the spring of junior year and fall of senior year.
For alist of this year's test dates, click here. -

Regular registration is done no later than 5 weeks in advance; late registration, with an extra
charge, can be done no later than 3 weeks in advance of the test date. Click here to register.

How it's Each of the four sections on the ACT (Math, Reading, English and Science) is scored on a
scored: scale between 1 and 36. Students receive 1 point for each correct answer and do not lose
any points for incorrect answers. Therefore, it is to the student’s advantage to guess on any
question he or she doesn’t know. The raw score of each section is then scaled. Scores from
each section are averaged to yield a composite score between 1 and 36. The optional essay
is scored by two readers who award between 1 and 6 points each, yielding a totally score
between 2 and 12 points. If essay scores differ by more than one point, a third individual will
score the essay.
SAT Subject Tests
(formerly known as the SAT lls)
What it There are 20 SAT Subject Tests including math (ievel | and II), literature, several foreign
covers: languages, history and the sciences. The complete list can be viewed here.
Why it’s SAT Il Subject Tests are offered to assess a student's mastery of a particular subject area.
offered: They are used as additional criteria by particularly selective colleges or to gain admittance

into majors that require a specific background or skill set.

http:/www.studypoint.com/ed/college-entrance-exams/
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When it's All SAT Il Subject Tests are offered on the same dates as regular SATs, however there are no
taken: SAT Subject Tests in March. The exception to this is the foreign fanguage listening exam
which is only offered in November and World History which is offered twice annually.
Students may not take the SAT and SAT subject tests on the same day. However, students
may take up to three SAT lIs on one day. Subject tests are usually taken after a relevant
course is completed or near completion, particularly with AP classes. For example, if a
student takes Biology or AP Biology as a sophomore, they should plan on taking the SAT Il in
May or June of their sophomore year. This means many students will take an SAT subject
test before they take a full SAT. Juniors typically take SATs in March and June of their junior
year and focus on SAT Subject test in May around the same time as AP exams.
Registration | SAT Il registration dates and deadlines are the same as those of the regular SAT. Most
Dates: juniors typically take the SAT Subject tests in May at the same time as AP exams since there
is content overlap. Click here to register.
How it's The number of questions on each exam varies, but these tests are scored in the same
scored: manner as the SAT. The maximum score for each subject is 800. Students get one point for
each correct answer and lose % point for each incorrect answer. The exams are scaled, since
the exam is standardized.
AP Exams
What it | An Advanced Placement course is a college-level accelerated course that is taught in high school.
covers: | The test covers the curriculum from the entire year. There are AP exams in over 30 subjects
' including the sciences, foreign languages, math and English. A complete list of AP subjects can be
viewed here. AP exams consist of a multiple choice section and a free response section.
Why AP exams are given to students to allow them to gain college credit or receive advanced
it's placement for satisfactorily completing a college-level course in high school.
offered:
When AP exams are usually taken during the second and third weeks of May. Since AP courses typically
it's replace standard classroom courses, some subjects may only be available during certain years of
taken: a student’s academic career. Students may take multiple AP exams and classes each year.
Students may register to take an AP exam, even if they are not formally enrolled through a school
course, as schools are not required to offer courses in all or any AP subjects. For example, some
AP English courses focus on the AP English Language exam, but students may elect to also enroli
in the AP English Literature exam.
How AP exams are given a rating 1 through 5 based on how successful the student would have been in
it's a similar course taught in college. Many colleges offer course credit for AP exams scoring 3 or
scored: | higher, but this depends greatly on the college and the subject.

hitpfwww studypoint.com/ed/college-entrance-exams/
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SAT 2021-2022 Test Dates

To register: Log on to your CollegeBoard account and select the desired date and follow the

directions.

www.collegeboard.org

Test Date Registration Deadline
March 13, 2021 February 12, 2021
May 8, 2021 April 8, 2021
June 5, 2021 May 6, 2021

August 28, 2021

October 2, 2021

November 6, 2021

ACT 2021-2022 Test Dates

To register: Log on to your ACT account to select the desired date and follow the directions.

www.act.org
Test Date Registration Deadline
April 17, 2021 March 12, 2021

June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021

July 17, 2021 June 18, 2021




reparing for College: Senior Cheeklist
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Preparing for College: Senior Cﬁecklist

August/September

Rugister for the SAT and/or ACT il you didn't take it ns a
Jumior, or if you aren't satisfied with your score amd wanl to
inke it again. (remember that your counselor can help you
with fee waivers)

‘Tuke a Took at some college applications and consider al) of
the dilferent picces of information you will need to compile.
The SAT test date most popular with high school seniors is
this manth,

Visit with your school counselor to make sure you are on
track lo graduate and fulfill college admission requirements. If
you're aheatl of schedule, consider taking courses at a local
university or cominunity cellege to get o jumpstart on college
credit,

lutp:/wwawanacacnetarg/sidentintofaticles/ Pages/ 'reparing-lor-Coll...

—
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Take cvery apporiunity to get to know colleges: meeting with college representatives wha visit your high schools during the
fall, attending local college fairs, visiting campuses (if possible). Ask your counselor if they know of special campus

visilation programs,

Narrow down your list of colleges and begin to consider “safe,” “reach,” and “realistic” schools. Make surc you have the
application and financial aid information for each school. Find out if you qualify for any scholarships at these schools.

Create a checklist and calendar to chart:

Standardized test dates, registration deadlines, and fees
College application due dates
Financial aid application forms and deadlines

* Other materials you'll need for college applications (recommendations, transcripls, essays, etc.)

Your high school’s application processing deadlines

Some schools require the CSS/Financial Aid Profite. Ask the colleges to which you arc applying for their deadlines. You can
register as early as September. See your guidance counselor about fee waivers,

Oclober

Some colleges will have deadlines as early as this month. These would include rolfing admission, priority, carly decision,

and early-action deadlines.

{f you cannot afford the application fees that many colleges chasge, ask your counselor to help you request a fee waiver.
Finalize your college essay. Many schools will require that you submit at least one essay with your application.

Request personal recommendalions from teachers, school counselers, or employers, Follow the process required by your
high school or provide a stamped, addressed envelope, e appropriate college forms, and an outline of your academic
record and extracurricular activities to cach person writing you a recommendation,

Rescarch possibilities of schalarships. Ask your counselor, your colleges, and your religious and civic proups about
scholarship opportunities. You should never pay for scholarship information,

November

871312013 8:09 AN
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Finalize and send any carly decision or early action applications due this month, Have a parent, teacher, counselor, or other
adult review the application before it is submitted.

Every college will requira u copy of your transcript from your high school. Follow your school’s procedure for sending
transcripls.

Make sure testing companies Ixive sent your scores directly io the colleges o which you are

= applying,

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Ajd) will be available this month, but cannot be compleled before
January 1. This is the form you will complete to find out what financia! aid you are eligible to receive from the government,
Ask your guidance office for a copy or visit www. fafsa.ed.gov This form should be filed online if at all possible.

December

* Begin to organize regular decision applications and financial aid forms, which will be due in January and/or February,
* Register for the January SAT (If needed). It is the last one colleges will be able to consider for a senior.

Junuary

* Many popular and selective colleges will have npplication deadlines os early as January 1. Others have deadlines laler in
January and February. Keep Irack of and observe deadlines for sending in all required fees and papervork.

* Ifnccessary, register for the February ACT (some colleges will bo able consider it).

* Ask your guidance office in January to send first semester transcripls to schools where you applicd. At the end of the
school year, they will need to send final transeripts lo the college you will attend.

= Itis time to file the FAFSA (no later than Feb 1). The sooner you complete it, the soaner you will have an idea of your
financial aid options. Waich the mail for your Student Aid Report (SAR)—-it should arrive fous weeks after the FAFSA is
filed.

Feb/March/April-

* While most of your applications will be complete and you are waiting to receive admission decisions, don't slack in the
classroom, The college that you do attend will want to see your second semester transcript. No Senioritis!

= Acceptance letters and financial aid offers will start to amrive. Review your acceptances, compare linancial aid packages,
and visit your Ginal choices, especially if you haven't already.

May

* May | is the date when the college you plan to attend requires a commitment and deposit. When you've made your college
decision, notify your counselor and the colleges. Send in your deposit by the postmark date of May 1. If you've been
offered financial aid, accept the offer and follow the instructions given. Also notify schools you will not attend of your
decision,

* Make sure that you have requested that your final transcript be sent to the school you will be attending.

* IFyou are “wait listed” by a college you really want ta attend, visit, call and write the admission office to make your
interest clear. Ask how you can strengthien your application.

Back to: Guidance for Seniors

1-2013 Natiunal Associstion for Colieze Admission Counseling

100 Noeth T hehbond Swrece, Suite 100, Askisgten, VA 22201 | Pons 800-82 6283 | Fax. 7032439375 | Liad ifofnacacnel ug

W3 8/13/2013 3:09 AM
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JL @W do youfud the vight college!

By junier year ol high schoo), your chid should dovelop a hisi of schoo s ho

ar she mght wani |o allend This can soem bhko an ovorwhelming task How
can you haip your child w th this?

Focus on iinding the best fit - a place whers your chid will lael comioniable
and supporled. If possibla, vsit all the campuses on tha hsl and help your
child dacide which school soems tha bast

You should cons der

+ Wsban or rural ama

+ Large or small schood

+ Two- of [owr-yaar degreo program
+ Majors olfased

+ Distance from homa

+ Admissons selecinmy

+ Public or privale alfdalen

+ Cost

Queslions you shoutd ask elleges

+ Whal majors do you offer?

+ Whal aclivilies aro ava lable?

+ Do most gradusles gel a job in thoir [oid?

4+ What 1s tha lacuity-to-student rato?

+ What is tho average class size?

+ Whal academic and soclal suppott is avadabla?

+ Whal programs are available {or parenis?

+ Vha! percantags of siudenis graduata?

+ Wha! lypes of paymaenl oplions and manca’ aid do you ofier?

BT Py e T g ey . P




NACAC Natienol College Foirs- Lorgo or Small Collega?

Home (/) / Learn(} / Search () / Large or Small College?

LARGE OR SMALL COLLEGE?

Close your eyes. When you think about college,
do you picture a compact campus where you
run into friends between classes? Or do you
envision big Saturday afternoon footbali games,
with thousands of fans cheering on your
college's team? Are you participating in small-
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group discussians or listening carefully to your il

professor lecture in a large room?

There are no right answers to these questions, |

only what feels right to you. A college's size L.\_ . '
affects many aspects of the college experience, NS
from your classes and extracurricular activities to your social life.

Class Size :
A college's size often affects the size of its classes. In general, larger schools tend to have farger
classes, especially at the freshman level. You may find yourself taking notes along with a hundred

other students in your introduction to psychology class. If you prefer being somewhat anonymous in
class, large lecture courses are the way to go.

At smaller colleges, you may find fewer lecture courses and more courses that emphasize class
participation. These types of classes facilitate closer contact with faculty and other students, which is
attractive to some students, but not all,

Of course, smaller colleges may still have some large classes, and large universities may offer a variety
of small classes (especially in upper-level courses). But if you have a definite preference for a particular
style of learning, look more closely at the colleges that offer more classes in that style.

Interactions with Faculty

Who teaches your classes can also depend on the coliege’s size. Large universities often have many
professors who are considered senior-level in their field of research. Undergraduates may not have
much contact with these professors; instead, teaching assistants (graduate students) may do the bulk
of the teaching and grading, while the professors only lecture.

At smaller colleges, particularly those with no graduate programs, you may not run into as many big-

e W iniai i mmmmafatas —ue 1. L — el " i
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name research professors, but you will likely have far more interaction with the faculty. Many small
colleges pride themselves on fostering mentoring-type relationships between professors and students.

Extracurricular Activities

Size can have a blg impact on extracurricular activities. In general, the larger the college, the more
variety of activities offered. If you're interested in a relatively obscure activity, you're more likely to find
it offered at larger colleges. On the other hand, it can be more difficult to break in to popular activities
on a larger campus. After all, the mare students there are, the greater your competition.

At smaller colleges, students may find it easier to get involved and stand out In extracurricular
activities. But small colleges usually can't offer the variety of activities that a large college can.

Social Life

Larger schools have a greater variety of social options, and small colleges may have fewer options but
wider student participation in any one event.

You may find that smailer colleges seem friendlier, if only because you're likely to run into the same

people more often. On the other hand, once you make a few friends, even the largest campus begins
to feel like home.

Finding the Right Fit
The best way to figure out what size of college appeals to you is to visit a variety of colleges.

L1
College is what you make of it no matter what campus you choose. Keep in mind that your personality,
interests, and choices will make your college experience different from anyone else's. This is your
journey, you decide the way.

The College Visit_»

Good campus visit takes two to four hours — enough time to get a sense of the surrounding town or
area



CAMPUS VISIT CHECKLIST

where to go ...

U How friendly and welcoming is the campus?

U How easy Is [t to get around campus?

U How easy Is It to get from campus to the nearest town or city?

L What |s the relatlonship between the school and nelghboring community like?

CAMPUS “UAD Q) Where do students do thelr shopping (groceries, dorm essentials, clothing, ete.)?

0 What is the campus crime rate like?
O 15 there any sort of Jate-night shuttle service?
2 How many dorms are there, and how do they differ?
21 What is the dorm's security protocol like?
Dﬂ RMS Tl What are the off-campus living optlons, and what do they typically cost?

C) What's the academic vibe like on campus?

2 What are midterms and finals like?

L1 How many computer labs are available to students, and is there IT assistance?

0 How many gulet spaces are there for studying?

U Does the school have access to any additlonal library collections (local or other schoo!

LIBRARY libraries)?

£l What's the social vibe like on campus?

O What's the campus like on weekends?

O How Involved are students in extracurriculars?

O Which actlivities are most popular?

D) Are any art or music practice spaces available to non-majors?
0l What's Greek life tike, and how do students feel about it?

STU DENT UNIDN U What do students do for fun on campus and off?

1 How popular Is the gym, and how late is it open?
0 Do non-varsity players have access to all athletic facilities?
O How active Is the student body in terms of sports?

GYM T} How engaged are student fans in campus sporting events?

0 How's the food? {Pro tip: eat It))
O Are meal plans required?
U What other dining options are there on and around campus?

DINING H AI-I- 0 Do they cater to food allergies or other special dietary needs?

O Do teaching assistants ever teach classes?

0 How accessible are professors typically?

0 What student-faculty research opportunities exist for undergraduates?

1 What kinds of mentoring and advising relationships do students and faculty have?

T What tutoring services are avallable to students?

U How do ctass slzes compare between freshman/introductory courses and upper-level

ACADEMIC CENTER ~cener

O Where have students interned?

U How leng does it typically take recent grads to find a full-time job in their career field?
U Are there any formal Internship arrangements with companles in the area?

Ct What kind of career advisement is offered?

0l Do students have access to these services after they graduate?

O What networking or career falrs are held each year?

0 How involved are alumnl?

l; B HEEH !:E H [E n OJ What kinds of on-campus or local part-time jobs are available?

0 What services does the health center offer?
(I How do students typically pay for wellness center services and treatment?
CI What kinds of counseling and/or mental health services are avallable on campus?

WEI_ I_H ESS EENIER Cl Are any stress-relief Initiatives offered during midterms and finals?
CO]leg%'«s B cotegeipens [ @Cotiogeitoress  Copyright 2015. Uined with permission,
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What is the best part about this college?

What is the worst part?

What is a typical day like?

What do the students do on the weekends?

How are classes structured?

Why did you choose this college?

tams l Phone

| | L |
To-Do Checklist «—us—- - = Rate [t ~rmnu—
3 Tak to prafessars O Talk o students Cn ol o g orie O
0 visit tha library 0 Visit student housing Peapls

(1 Tour campus {1 Read bullatin boards Social lifa

[ Sitin on a class [ Check out recreaticnal fadiitios Classraoms

O £at at a cafetera O Check out student activities Resldence Halls

O Tak to admissions oﬂ.icn . [ Tour tha city around campus e -

(3 Read tha :n!legu nawspnpar 0J Eatatan off-campus student hmg-uut Campus
n Check nut computer Iahs g Picmre-yuumlf living hiera Food

Aska Student The best part about my visit

The worst part about my visit - - -

Plan your college road trip with the Capyse Campus Visit Planner, 1t's free and easyl Start at WmcappEecam/eaisviits
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The Essential Campus Visit Question List
By_?ampu:Compara.com

Ask the nitty gritty questions that will help you get a feel for the atmosphers, the students, and life an
campus.

The campus visit Is a key part of tha admission process, but it can be a total waste If you don't know what
questions to ask. The kay Is to avaid questions that can easlly be answered by a brochure on the college's
webslla. Instaad ask the nitty gritty questions that will help you get a feel for the atmosphere, the students, and
lifa on campus.

Here ara same questions to pat you started:

Questions for the admission office

1. What services are offered by the campus heaith center?
2 Dges the student health center refer students to the local hospital? 1s it naarby? How Iarga 13 it?
3. How safa is the campus?’ '

4. Is there any kind of shuttle service between classroom aress, the library, the student union, and the
dorms? How late does it un?

5. How largs Is the campus security polica forca? Does it patrul the campus regulary?
6. Are tha dorms spraad through the campus or clustered in one area? |
7 Is thers any secunty system to bar outsndgrs from entenng dorms?

Questions for students

1. Haw many of your courses are taught by the real professor and haw many by a teaching assistant?
2. |s the teaching innavative, digcussion- and project-oriented, or Is it mostly lecture-ariented?

3. How many students ara in freshman classes?

What are the strong majors and what are the weak majors?

How hard do you have la work to get good grades?

What reputation does the department of have?

How adequasle Is the campus computer network?

Do fraternities and sorarities dominate the social life?

What da students do on weekends? Do they all go home or hiang around on campus?

[ R

10, How much help cutside of the classroom do you get from profs?

11. Do people participate in the activitles, groups, and ciubs on campus? Or are they dominated by a few
groups?

mn’lhvww.cdlegnprmm!ﬁda-ad-mmp&mwﬂdahﬂp&mmw*mmmmqmumw n
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12 Do the rooms have access to Inlemet?
13. What kind of sporis equipment does the campus have? Is it well-kept?

14. How Is the quality of faod in the cafeteria of dining hall? Haw are the sizes of the pérﬂons? Is it healthy or
fast faod? Are there meal plans? :

Questions to ask yourself

1. How did the staff members interact with students? Were they friendly or autharitarian?
2 Do most of the students seem [ike you, or are they completely different? _
3. Haw would you feel about being I a classroom with these students? Sharing a dorm with them?

4. Do the students fry to make you feel at home? Were they helpfut in answering your questiona? How did
they interact with one another?

5. Does the campus seem like a good size for you?
6. A the donmms single-sex or co-ed? How do you feel about that?
7. Are the dorms oo quiet? Toa noisy? Too crowded? Not enough actlon?
8. Howlarge are the rooms? Is there space to study? Have tima to yourself?
9. Does it look Fke there Is much to do outsida. of eampus?
10. How easy Is to get to places off campus? Are there places within walking distance?
11. Do you feel comfortable and safa?
12. Are there places to get extra fumiiure, liks bookcases, for your dorm roam?
13. Is there a supermarket nearby to stack up on snacks and soda?
14. If you move out of a domm afier freshinan year, what are the options in apartment complexes or
bulldings? ' g

Remember you are visiting the college to find aut ifit's a good malch for you. The students wha are already
there may fike it, but you have ta decide if you will {go. So iry ta envision whether You can actually shudy there,
Decide what's important to you, whether is class size, healthy food, activities, or attentive profs, and make sure
those elements are in place.

wm.mma.mwmmmwmwmp&mu-wmmmwwiw Pl
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GOLLEGE WISIT

PROS & CONS TNORESHEET

Name of College or University:

Date of Visit:

Things to Think About

Pros

Cons

Level of Importance

Distance from Home

@ How long was the travel time?

® How much did it cost?

* How often will you travel between
school and home?

School Setting
® Do you like the geographical
location?
® Does it have the social, recreational,
and employment opportunities you
desire?
® Can you get around off campus if
you need to?
® Do you like the climate?

Campus and Facilitics

® Do you like the size and setting of
the campus?

® How is the condition of buildings?

® Would you feel comfortable and
safe?

® Does it have the modemn
conveniences and necessities you're
looking for?

® How is the quality of the facilities
related to your area of study?

Students
® Do you like the tour guide and other
students you encounter during your
visit?
® Qutside of class, did students flock
together in friendly groups or were
they more serious and independent?




Things to Think About

Pros

Cons

Level of Importance

Faculty and Academics

® Does the current course catalog
offer what you need and want?

® [fyou obscrved any classes, how did
the class size feel? Did you like the
professor?

Dormitories

® Did you like the size and condition?

¢ How was the bathroom access?

® Are you able to choose where you
live and your roommates?

Dining Hall and Food Options

® Did you like the look and feel of the
dining hall?

® Did the food and menu appeal to
you?

® Are there other convenient meal
options available?

Sports/Extracurricular Facilities

® |f you play a sport or have a certain
club or extracurricular activity in
mind, such as rowing or theater, did
the school have the facilities you
were hoping for?

Student Life, Social Scene, and Greek

Life

® What do students do for fun?

® Are there fraternities and sororities,
and do you think you would like to
be a part of Greek life?

Other Pros and Cons

® What are some other things you
loved or hated?

¢ Did you learn anything new about
the school or were you surprised by
anything you liked or didn’t like?
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How to Choose Colleges With Virtual Tours

A guide lo some of the lour siles that aim 1o help students feel as il they are walking around campuses without leaving home.

By Donna Della Crux
Apl 30, 2020

With college campuses closed because of the coronavirus pandemi, free virtual tours have grown in popularity. High school juniors

hoping to begin college in the [all of 2021 are not able to vigit campuses in persan, but they and thelr families have many wiys to explore
their options while staying safe at home.,

Here is a guide to some of the Lour sites that aim to help students feel as if they are walking around campuses. They can visit as many
colleges as they like, without the cost of a road trip or the aching feet,

If you are just getting started on the college admissions process:

The National Association for College Admission Counseling provides information from more than 1,000 colleges and universities on
changes to admissions processes resulting from the pandemic. The tool fets students Bet an overview of resources available at each
institution, including links to virtual tours offered, said the association's president, Jayne Caflin Fonash. “If someone only wants to know
ahout schools in a certain state, or is only interested in finding out about standardized lesting policies for the fall, they can drill down to
get that infoermation,” Dr. Fonash said,

CORONAVIRUS SCHOOLS BRIEFING: [1's back to school — or Is it?

StriveScan is offering the Strive Virtual College Exploration program through May 8 to take the place of in-person college fairs. Students
get advice on how to write a college essay, apply for financial aid, and the chance to ask questions to officials from more than 450
calleges from 45 states and 13 countries — Canada, Britain, ireland, Ilaly, France, Norway, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Spain,
Belgium, Australia and Mexico. All sessions are taped, allowing students to download them. StriveScan's president, Dan Saavedra, said

more presentations will be held in the coming weeks, including one focusing on STEM schools and another on small, private liberal arts
schools.

If you are ready to start touring:

There are several websites that allow students to tour and compare schools. These sites offer interactive maps, photos, videos and
testimonials,

CampusTours offers tours of more than 1,800 schools in the United States as well as tours of scheols in the United Kingdom, Canada,
China and France. Its advanced search feature allows students to fine-tune details they are searching for, such as how much tuition they
want to pay. About 100 schools offer insights from enrolled students during parts of the tour on campus life, the company's president,
Christopher Carson, said. CampusTours is also working on a feature to allow students to ask questions while they are on the tour that
are sent to college officials, he added.

YouVisit offers tours of more than 600 U.S. schools. The tours offer prompts that pop up asking students for input that is sent to college
officials to respond, an attempt to replicate the questions and answers that come up during in-person tours. YouVisit also offers students
to tour using “virtual reality” tools. “There is nothing that replaces that in-person experience that makes a student fall in love with a
campus, but the goal of a virtual tour is to do as much as it can to replace those moments,” said Emily Bauer, vice president for agency
services [or EAB, the education research and technology company thal owns YouVisit.

If you want to attend a Historically Black College or University:



The Chicago HBCU Alumni Alllance is offering virtual fairs in which nearly 50 H,B.C.U.s give students information on admissions,
programs and scholarships. Videotapes of the events will be avallable on the alliance's website in the coming weeks. The alliance's
president, Danielle James, sald more virtual fairs are planned for the summer.

StriveScan also featured presentations from several H.B.C.U.s.

Other virtual tour sites include:

YoUnlversity: Students can click on tabs such as “safest campuses,” “most diverse campuses” and “top academic colleges,” as well as
“best campus food” and “coolest dorms?”

CampusReel: Students enrolled at colleges can upload their videos to this site for sharing, after being vetted. Students or parents must
register to join.

Schools During Corenavirus »

Class Disrupted
Updated Jon, 15, 2021

The latest on how the pandemic Is reshaping education.
= What does a more contagious coronavirus variant mean for educstion?

« Weallhy private schools have received money from coronavirus relief programs
designed to save small businesses,

= Singapore’s three major universities have reporied 2810 coronavirus cases. Thelr
secrel: technology, tough penallies and students wiling ta comply,

« Class of 2025: It’s been a year like naver bafore. Haw did you write about i1?

If you want to take a gap year:

The Gap Year Association offers videos on what it means to take a gap year and is bullding a new student membership platform — a
nominal fee will be required to join — that will give students access to weekly calls to learn about gap year opportunities, said the
assaciation’s executive director, Ethan Knight. The website also offers information on accrediled gap year programs and counselors.

If you want to play sports in college:

Virtual tours, like the ones at YouVisit, can put students in the stands or on the playing field to get a simulated experience of being an
athlete there, CampusTours has a feature that lets students find sports offered at various schoals,

After you've narrowed down your list:

This is the time to start making personal outreach to schools, Mr. Carson of CampusTours said. “You can't rely on virtual tours to tell you
everything about the institution, you need to reach out to the schools themselves" Traditionally, students have been told that some
colleges rank in-person visits as a show of “demonstrated interest” This year that could take different forms, like emailing professors
and admissions officers or attending Zoom meetings. “Demonstrated interest is very valuable” Mr. Carson said. “Make personalized
phone calls and write emails”

Amﬂmdﬂl“ﬁemhﬁdm.mﬂ,Pm!dhhmmmnmhmmlmw



STUDENT LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION QUESTIONNAIRE

If you need a letter of recommendation for your college application or scholarship program please
complete this form and return it back to me as soon as possible. The information you share with me
in this document will help me illustrate your most outstanding characteristics and attributes.

Full Name:

List three adjectives to describe yourself:

List the occupations you are considering & explain what it is about the occupation that interests you & why
you might be successful in that career:

What do you hope to achieve by going to college?

What things do you like to do when you aren’t doing your school wark?

What is one thing you are most proud of about yourself and why?

What event or activity (positive or negative) has had the most impact on your life? How has it shaped you as
a person?



Explain an opportunity you had to act as a leader? What did you learn from this experience?

Write a personal statement that helps me understand what is important to you, how you spend your time &
understand personal circumstances that have positively or negatively impacted your grades.

Is there anything else that a college may want to know about you that | should include in your letter?

If you have an activity resume, please attach,
If not, please list the sports, clubs, paid work, volunteer/community service, activities out of school, and
honors/leadership positions you have been involved in each year during high school.

Freshman:

Sophomore:

Junior:

Senior:
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TOP 10 TIPS FOR WRITING A COLLEGE ESSAY

1: Start early. More time = less
stress. You'll have plenty of time
to give the essay your best effort.

2: Be yourself. One of the
biggest mistakes students make
is writing what they think others
want to hear, rather than about
an issue, event, or person they
care about. An essay like that is
not just boring to write. It's
boring to read. What interests
you? What do you love to talk i
about? Write about that. Think of
your essay as a creative way to help college officials get to know you as a person.

3: Be honest. College admission officers have read hundreds, even thousands of essays. They are
masters at discovering any form of plagiarism. Don't risk your college career by buying an essay off the
internet or getting someone else to write your essay.

4: Stay focused. Read the essay question carefully. Jot down a few ideas, then choose the one that
looks like the most fun to write about. Stick to that main theme throughout the essay. Essays can help
you make your case to admission officials, but don’t go overboard. There will be opportunities
elsewhere in the application to list all your achievements.

5: Put your best foot forward. Applying online may feel like you're sending email, but you're nat.
incorrect capitalization or abbreviations fike B4 or “thanx” are not appropriate for a formal document.
Make sure your essay represents the best of you.

6: Write and rewrite. Don't try to knock out a masterpiece on your first try. For your first draft, write
anything that comes to mind about your topic. Let it "rest" for a few hours or a few days. When you
come back to the draft, look for ways to make it more focused and better written. Are there details
that don't really relate to the topic? Cut them. Do you need another example? Put it in.
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7: Get a second opinion. When you've rewritten the essay to your satisfaction, find someone who can
give you advice on how to make it even better. Choose a person you respect and who knows

something about writing. Ask them to tell you what they like best about your essay, and what you can
do to improve it.

8: Keep an open mind. Criticism can be tough to hear, but try to listen with an open mind. You don't
have to make every change suggested. After all, it's your essay and no one else's. But you should
seriously consider each suggestion.

9: Proofread, proofread, proofread. Little errors creep in throughout the writing and editing process.
Before you submit your essay, make sure to proofread. Try reading your essay aloud or having
someone else read it to you. Another strategy is to read the essay backward, from the last sentence
to the first. Errors your eye may have previously skipped over will jump out at you.

10: Don't expect too much from an essay. The application essay is important. But admission officers
look at the whole package — your academics, extracurricular activities, standardized tests, and other
factors. Make your essay as well-written as you can, but don't put so much pressure on yourself that
the rest of the application fades in importance.

le sts: Knowledge is Power for licants »

Getting an early start—easpecially when it comes to decoding financial aid options—can help you in-
your college search, ]



Nowa

10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

Creative Questions: To help stimulate your thinking process

Describe an experience where you were unsuccessful in achieving your goal, What
lessons did you learn from this experience?

Think back to a situation in your life where you had to decide between taking a risk and
playing it safe. Which choice did you make? What was the outcome of your choice?
Would you have made the same decision looking back on the experience or would you
have made a different decision?

What movie, poem, musical composition, or novel has most influenced your life and the
way that you view the world? Why?

Describe an experience that forever changed your life and your outlook on life.

Why have you chosen to spend the next four years of your life in collepe?

As of right now, what do you see as your long-term goals in life?

If you were given the ability to change one moment in your life, would you do so? Why
or why not? If so, what moment would you change and why?

What would you describe to be your most unique or special skill that differentiates you
from everyone else?

Describe some tasks that you have accomplished over the past two years that have no
connection to academic studies.

If you had the chance to have a 30-minute conversation with any person in human history
(either living or deceased), who would be the person you choose? Why? What topics
would you discuss with this person? .
If you could be any animal in recorded history, what animal would you choose? Why?
If you were given the capability to travel back in time to any period in history, where
would you head to and why?

What do you consider to be the best advice you ever received? Who gave you that advice
and did you follow that advice or not?

What do you consider to be the most important political or social movement of the 20th
century? Why?

What advice would you offer to a student just beginning his/her high school career?
Devise a question that is not on this college admission form and provide a complete,
thoughtful answer to it.

Choose one quotation that defines who you are and explain why that quotation describes
you so well.

How has the neighborhood you’ve grown up in molded you into the person you are
today?

Imagine that you have written a 400-page autobiography of your life to this point. What
would page 150 of that autobiography say?



TIPS FOR WRITING YOUR PERSON&L ESSAY FOR COLLEGE

When you write a personal casay for your college applications:

DO start casly. Leave plenty of time to revise, record, amil rewrite, You can improve on your
presentation,

DO read the directions carefully, You will want to answer the questions as directly as possible, and
you'll want to follow word limits exactly. Express yourself as bricily and as clearly as you can.

DO tell the truth about yourselll The adimission committee is anonymous to you; you are
completely unknawn to it. Even il you run into a commilice member in the future, he/she wilt
have no way of connecling your essay {out of the thousands they rcad) to you.

DO focus on an aspect ol yoursell that will show your best side. You might have overcome some
adversity, worked through a dilTicult project, or prolited lrom a specific incident. A narrow locus is
more interesting than broad-based gencralizations,

DO feel comfortable in expressing anvicties. Everybody has them, and it's good to know that an
applicant can see and Face them.

DO tie yoursellto the callege. Be specific 4bont what this particular school can do for you. Your
cssay can have different slants for dilTerent colleges.

DO speak POSITIVELY. Negatives tend to tum people off,

DO wrile ahout your greatest assets and achievements. You should be proud of them!

DON'T repeat information given clsewhere on your application. The committee has already seen
it - and it looks as though you have nothing better to say.

DON'T write on general, impersonal topics - like the nuclear arms race or the importance of good
management in business. The college wants to know about you.

DON'T use the personal statement Lo excuse your shortcomings. It would give them additional
attention.

DON'T usc clichés.
DON'T go to extremes: too witty, too opinionated, or too “intellectual,”

REMEMBER :

The personal statement is yours, If it looks like Madison Avenue, the admission committee will
probably assume that it is your mother's or your [ather's or their secretaries’,

A “gimmick” cssay mrcl): goes anywhere, The committee is amused, but unimpressed with your
candidacy,

Wrile a serious essay, [rom the bottom of your heart, in the most mature manner possible.

Proofread or better, yet, have a knowledgeable person proofrend for you.

Be sure your essay has complete sentences, natsral and specilic detals, and style, correct grammar,
and correct spelling.
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@Ko@wﬂl the money come from?

Dan't 1at tho cost a! collega keap your chid lrom appiying. Financ:y! aid
programs ore 5ot up to help studenis wha can't pay tho (ull cost Help your
child 1o first concenirale on being admitted. ond then on [indwng financial pid
Mol students will quadity for soma sort of financial s

Federal and siate govarnmanis olier many loans, geants, ond scholarchips
Collnges hava scholarstups, other ald packages. and vork-study programs
Communily groups churches. and entichmen! programs ofsa oller
scholarships

Start roading and asking questions about hinancial a'd. Talk Lo your child’s high
school counselor and vith the admrssions olices ol tha colleges you
aro inleresiod In as soon as your child bag ns applying lor admission

Here ato somo websites thal can ho'p you learn aboul paying lor collego

www.acistudent.orgfinald--Eaxpla ns how hnanclal aid works and oflers links
to other websHes about linancial a:d

www.studentald,.ed.gov—A [.51 ol fedora'ly lundod scholarsh ps, lellowships,
granls. end internstwps geamd to high school, undergraduate and graduale
students, created by tha U.S Off ce ol Personne! Management

www.act.org/lane—A imancial gid need estmator

www.ed.goviiundiending Jhiml--Tha U § Depariment of Educalion inancial
aid wehsha

www.latsa.ed.gov —-Tho Freo Applcal on lor Federa' Student Ald vabsiia Ths
is where yau start when you ara ready to apply lor linancial aid

www.linald.org--Fealures a lrea scholarship search lunchon as well as
infarmation on loans, savings programs, and mifilaty ald,

www.hel.nel—A Hispanic Schlarsh:p Fund websita thal lpatures schaolasstups
lot Hispan'c students and rasearch repors on the educaton ol Hispanic
studenis

www.sludentaldalliance.nrg—Student success storigs, descriptions of need-
based linancial ald programs, lobbying tools. and legislatve updates
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Grants and Scholarships: gift aid that does not
have to be repaid

Loans: aid that must be repaid with interest
usually starting 6 months after graduation

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid-
the online application that determines if a stu-
dent can receive government financial aid

SAR: Student Aid Report- the final summary report
that comes from filling out the FAFSA; this shows
how much money the family needs for college

EFC: Expected Family Income, a term on the FAFSA
and SAR which says how much a family is
expected to pay for a student’s college tuition
based on information given on the FAFSA

Tuition: cost of college classes (not technology
fees, room and board, mea)l plans, books, or other
fees ‘;
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[Free Rpplication for Federal Student Aid ««« FAFSA.GOV
OPENS OCTOBER 181

WHAT YOU'LL NEED:
o [OA ID FOR STUDENT
o [SA ID PASSWORD FOR STUDENT
o [OA ID FOR PARENT
o A ID PASSWORD FOR PARENT
o SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

o FEDERAL INCOME TAX RETURNS, W-2
OTHER RECORDS OF MONEY EARNED FOR YOURSELF

AND YOUR PARENTS

(THIS CAN GENERATE FROM LINKING THIS FAFSA
ACCOUNT TO YOUR IRS ACCOUNI)

o RECORDS OF NON-TAXABLE INCOME IF APPLICABLE
o BANK STATEMENTS AND INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS
» RECORDS FOR UNIQUE FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES
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ea ou o to support your ehild

Your child will nead lols of suppast. in lact. you can help mehe the dilerence
belween success or [lure, depending on e amount of support you
provide.

o

Don'l forgat—you ara part ol the leam thal will help your chikl get inlo

collega and graduale. Starl by gothing involved in your schaol's parent-

leacher organizat on. Ta'k w.lh high schoo! counsalors, leachers, and (he

princ’pal They can offes ideas about how you can suppoil yout childs

coflege plans

+ Be swte ha or sho lakas Ihe c asses In high schoal that are needed lor
success in collage The courses saguirad lo graduala from high schoot are
usually not enough ‘o prepare for college.

+ Maka sure your ch id has a qu el sludy area lrea irom disiraclions

+ Fnd aller-school or summer enrichment programs your child can attend

+ Ash counselors and college adm ssions olficers about tuloing.,
counsaling mantonng. end othar kinds of supporl your child may need

+ He'p your child fnd a menlor - someone (o fake a personal ‘nlerast in his
or her success

+ Ofler encouragement and supporl

+ Try nol to mako domands thal interfera wih your child's schoobwors

4+ Haolp your child lzarn aboul colieges how lo spplv and how lo gel
(nanclal 3'd
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